
Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting Minutes for March 20, 2013 
 
The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday March 20, 
2013 at St. Leo’s Hall 109 South Main Street Waterbury, VT 05671. 
 
Members of the Board: Brian Ames (chair) Ed Gallo (vice chair) Pete Allard, Craig 
Nolan, Theresa Elmer, Steven Adams, Justin Lindholm, Robert Shannon, Gary Gibbs and 
Ronald Wilcox. Absent Craig Lantagne, Grant Spates, Kevin Lawrence, and Craig 
Greene, 
 
Fish and Wildlife Staff: Patrick Berry (Commissioner), Kim Royar (Deputy 
Commissioner), Catherine Gjessing (General Counsel) Col Dave LeCours (Director of 
Law Enforcement), Tom Rogers(Information Specialist) Mark Scott (Wildlife Director), 
Mary Diego (Executive Assistant), Eric Palmer (Director of Fisheries) Rich Kirn (Fish 
Biologist) Bernie Pientka (Fish Biologist), Forrest Hammond (Wildlife Biologist). 
 
Members of the Public: Roy Kilburn, Clint Gray and Evan Hughes  
 
The Board meeting was called to order at 5:06 PM, EST by Chairman Brian Ames 
 
Minutes from February 20, 2013:  
Ed Gallo Motioned to accept the February 20, 2013 meeting minutes 
Craig Nolan seconded the motion 
Vote: The minutes passed unanimously 
 
Chairman Ames introduced our newest board member Theresa Elmer. Theresa is the new 
Board Member from Washington County and resident of Northfield, Vermont where she 
owns a taxidermy business with her husband. 
 
Fish Regulation Proposal Expanded Trout Seasons: 
 
Commission Berry stated that the purpose of this change in regulations was to expand 
fishing opportunities for anglers. The Commissioner noted that it makes no sense for 
there to be a closed season for bass on only the Vermont side of Lake Champlain in the 
winter. Opening this regulation supports the overall goal of increasing opportunities for 
anglers.  
 
Rich Kirn presented an overview of the proposed rule changes related to trout. Bernie 
Pientka discussed the proposed changes regarding bass. There were a number of 
questions from board members for both biologists about the changes.  
 
Motion to open regulation 122: 
Bob Shannon motions to open regulation 122 
Ed Gallo seconded the motion  
 
Commissioner Berry asked the Board to consider an amendment to decrease the bag 



limits for brook trout from 12 to 8 or 6.  
 
In addition to the decrease in bag limits for brook trout, the Board approved amendments 
which extended the trout season from November 1 to the Friday before the 2nd Saturday 
in April, artificial fly or lure only, catch and release only, in several specified rivers; the 
addition of a trophy trout stream fishing in a section of the Walloomsac River; and the 
extension of the bass season in specified lakes and ponds.  Attached is the approved 
annotated text.   
 
 
Bob Shannon Motioned to have a daily brook trout limit to be decreased from 12 to 
6. 
Kevin Lawrence seconded the motion 
Vote: 5 members voted in favor of the amendment, 4 voted to oppose the 
amendment. The amendment passes. 
 
Ed Gallo motioned to accept the changes to regulations 
Craig Nolan seconded the motion 
Vote: passes unanimously. 
 
Brief update on test water regulations: Test water regulations have been finalized for 
Job’s, Martin’s, and Berlin Ponds.  Fisheries Biologist Jud Kratzer did most of the work 
related to these test water regulations. The intent of the regulations for Job’s and Martin’s 
Ponds was to increase the size and population of wild trout. The Berlin Pond test water 
regulation was put in place to limit the number of perch taken from the pond daily. 
 
Chairman Ames proposed that the board hold public hearings regarding the proposed 
amendments to the fish management regulations. The board recommended that we hold 
three hearings sometime in late May. 
 
Black Bear Tooth Collection Update: Mark Scott introduced Forrest Hammond who 
gave the Board an update on the black bear tooth collection for this year.  
 
Forrest reported the following: Surprisingly, more than 200 teeth were received in 
September alone, which led the Department to believe that many more would be 
received. In fact, halfway through the hunting season, the Department had more teeth 
submitted than harvest reports. However, after all the reports were reviewed in January a 
lower percentage of teeth had been received than anticipated.  
 
Several reasons account for the shortfall in teeth.  Despite the Department’s additional 
outreach efforts, many hunters have been slow to realize the importance of collecting a 
tooth from each bear they harvest and many check stations are still not making teeth 
collection a priority. Many of the hunters reported that they were not offered a tooth 
envelope at the time they reported their bear.   
 



The Department’s approach to increasing collection relied heavily on contacting each 
hunter from whom a bear harvest report was received but a tooth had not been collected.  
Unfortunately, the person responsible for making these calls was overwhelmed by the 
large number and failed to phone all of the hunters.   
 
Additionally, while more teeth than usual were collected from incidentally killed bears, 
this rate was lower than expected. Teeth were collected from 53 percent of all verified 
non-hunting and 61 percent of the bears handled by Department staff.  Despite the 
request issued within the Department to collect teeth from every bear handled, this effort 
was insufficient. Some districts collected much more teeth than others, which could 
suggest some staff did not prioritize the collection effort.  
 
Theresa suggested posting a video on our website and facebook page demonstrating 
how to pull a tooth.  
 
Chairman Ames called an adjournment for dinner at 6:43 PM 
Chairman Ames called the meeting to be reconvened at 7:09 PM 
 
Moose Ovaries: Board asked the Department to put more effort in collecting more 
ovaries from moose.  
 
Commissioner Report/Legislative Updates: The House Fish and Wildlife Committee 
combined a number of smaller bills relating to fish and wildlife into H.101. The bill gives 
the Department authority for raffles, exempts moose and antlerless deer permit numbers 
from rulemaking,  gives  additional authority to the board to determine wildlife 
management units, adds another free fishing day during ice fishing, sets a minimum 
moose bid, and gives the commissioner authority to issue a moose permit to someone 
over the age of 21 with a terminal illness, prohibits a person from hunting on their own 
land if their license has been revoked, prohibits the possession and importation of wild 
pigs, prohibits the potential feeding of bears, raises bar for taking a nuisance bear, allows 
a landowner to post hunting by permission only, and lifts the prohibition against carrying 
handguns while dog training and bow hunting. It also contains language that was added 
that did not come from the Department that allows for a group therapeutic license through 
the Let’s go Fishing Program. 
 

Roundtable 
Brian Ames: Has seen some violators and the fines that they are given are really low for 
taking deer out of season. (Asked why that may be?) The answer was that plea bargaining 
probably played a big part in some of the sentencing.   
Ed Gallo: Pond Hockey at Mallets Bay, has heard from constituents that it actually went 
well this year.  
Pete Allard: Concerned about St. Alban’s deer hearing area and it being a nut free zone. 
 
Theresa Elmer: When will bear tooth age post cards be issued? The answer is May or 
April 
Ron Wilcox: Wild Hill in Fairlee has wild boar that they hunt, is this a concern?  The 



Department isn’t sure that they have escaped but we have not had any official sighting of 
wild boars currently. 
Craig Nolan: Just clarification, Wild Boar can be shot any time during the year. There is 
no closed season on them. Department response: yes. 
Bob Shannon: Wanted to mention the news about the cost of moving ANR was 4 times 
as much as had been predicted. He also wanted to comment on the PETA letter that was 
sent to the Department regarding the Let’s Go Fishing Program. 
 Kevin Lawrence: Had talked to John Pellegrini in hunter education and John didn’t 
think that they would have enough 22 ammo for conservation camps. Kevin offered to 
donate some if that was the case. 
 Justin Lindholm: Rutland would love to have another deer meeting. The H. 101 bill 
looks great. Justin also asked about the other gun control bill that is being proposed right 
now. The commissioner doesn’t feel that it is going anywhere. (H. 124) 
Gary Gibbs: Would like to give credit to Chris Bernier who has done a great job with the 
furbearer studies.  
 
Announcements:  

• Next month’s meeting will be the fourth Wednesday of the month.  
• Deer meetings starting next week, we would like a presence of 2-3 board 

members to per meeting.  
• Kim Royar gave an update about the Lynx population in the Northeast part of the 

state. Kim has been working with Chris Bernier about regulations regarding the 
Vermont Lynx population. The regulations would address the risk of accidental 
taking.  
 

Ed Gallo motioned to adjourn 
Ron Wilcox seconded the motion 
Meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM EST 


